216     RESULTS   OF  THE  INQUIRY  SUMMARIZED

CHAP,   tralian and South African colonies.    In the British
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^^^^^ Commonwealth, however, there already exists a
genuine organ of central government. The faculty
of transacting those few but all-important affairs
which are common to the Empire as a whole is
centralized in an Imperial Government, which,
incidentally, is also responsible for the Dominion
affairs of the British Isles. The people of the
Dominions have assumed one by one all the powers
of government they chose* But they of their own
free will have abstained from assuming control of
foreign affairs. They have consented to leave that
control centralized in the British Government, and
so far have voluntarily acquiesced in its decisions.
And because that Government is a real one, they
can assume a share in controlling it with the people
of the British Isles without changing a single word
in their own constitutions.

On the          This does not apply, however, to the people of

hand,       the British Isles.    Their domestic affairs, as well as
involves    those of the Commonwealth as a whole, are united
drastic     }n the hands of one Government and Parliament,
in the      and the Dominions cannot be admitted to the
cSSstSu-   control  of Imperial affairs unless purely British
British**"5 a'ffa*rs are separated off and placed under a new
isles.       government solely responsible to a British elector-
ate.    The existing Imperial Government can then
be made responsible to British subjects in all the
Dominions.     But, so far as the people of the
British Isles are concerned, the reform can only be
made by a drastic change in the system by which
their domestic affairs are controlled.     In future
they must regulate them subject to an instrument
of government, like the New Zealand Act of 1852,